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reason for its chief characteristic, namely, the large number and distinct character of its sects. They are not merely schools like the religious divisions of India and China, but real sects with divergent doctrines and sometimes antagonistic to one another.
It became the fashion in Japan to talk of the twelve sects, but the names given are not always the same.
One of the commonest lists is as follows1:
1.  Kusha.                        5. Hosso.         9. Jodo.
2.  Jo-jitBU.                      6. Kegon.      10. Zen.
3.  Ritsu-shu or Risshu     7. Tendai.     11. Shin.
4.  Sanron.                       8. Shingon.    12. Nichiren. This list is historically correct, but Nos. 1-4 are almost or
quite extinct, and the number twelve is therefore, sometimes made up as follows:
1.  Hosso.          6. Yuzu Nembutsu.        9. Obaku.
2.  Kegon.         6. Jodo.                       10. Shin.
3.  Tendai.         7. Rinzai.                    11. Nichiren.
4.  Shingon.        8. Sodo.                       12. Ji,
Here Nos. 7, 8, 9 are subdivisions of the Zen and 5 and 12 are two small sects.
Taking the first list, we may easily distinguish two classes. The first eight, called by the Japanese Hasshu, are all old and all imported from China. They represent the Buddhism of the Nara and Hei-an periods. The other four all arose after 1170 and were all remodelled, if not created, in Japan. Chronologically the sects may be arranged as follows, the dates marking the foundation or introduction of each:
(i) Seventh century: Sanron, 625; Jo-jitsu, 625; Hosso, 657; Kusha, 660.
(ii)   Eighth century: Kegon, 735; Ritsu, 745.
(iii) Ninth century: Tendai, 805; Shingon, 806.
(iv) Twelfth and thirteenth centuries: Yuzu Nembutsu, 1123; Jodo, 1174; Zen, 1202; Shin, 1224; Nichiren, 1253; Ji, 1275.
1 These names are mostly borrowed from the Chinese and represent: 1. Chu-she; 2. Ch'dng-shih; 3. Lii; 4. San-lun; 5. Fa-hsiang; 6. Hua-yen; 7. T'ien-t'ai; 8. Chen-yen; 9. Ching-t'u; 10. Ch'an. See my remarks on these sects in the section on Chinese Buddhism. See Haas, Die Sekten des Japanischen Buddhismus, 1905: many notices in the same author's Annalen des Jap. Bud. cited above and Byauon Fujishima, Le Buddhisme Japonais, 1889.
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